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INDEPENDENCE
OF
HAITI
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On January 1, 1904, General Jean
Jacques Dessalines, a former slave,
proclaimed Haiti's independence
from French colonialism. It was the
first country in Latin America and
the Caribbean to achieve indepen-
dence and the first republic of freed
black slaves. Nevertheless, Haiti was
forced to pay reparations and
suffers from blockades and attacks
to this day.
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